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Witchcraft
In Britain

- by ALLEN ANDREWS

An express letter brings a copy
of a curse. and a plea for ad-

vice ... The black art is not dead.
It has merely become hidden

“Witches' Ilitchen” at Castletown in

the Isle of Man, is a witcheraft consul-
tant. It is his full-time occupation. And
when, for example, he receives an ecxpress
letter imploring him to remove a spell sct
on the writer, he is sufficiently lcarned in the
lore of witchcraft to compound a remedy.

A woman who wrote to him recently enclosed
a malevolent screed, written in magical charac-
ters, which she had received from a former
woman friend. 1t implied that, because William-
son’s correspondent was about to marry, an old
Fiendship was brokin,  Minor accidenis con-
vinced her a spell was warking and she demanded
a counter-spell against the ill-wisher.

Williamson decided to make a doll, or poppet,
representing the ill-wishing witck. The basis was
clay: from a river bed worked with water frotn a
fall. He collected salt-water worms to represent
the witch's vitals, pine gum for the essence of
life, Hibben ivy berries growing in 2 churchyard
for the cyes, and white quartz from™a high cliff
for the teeth and bones, .

He burned the bodies of three black toads, a
pregnant brown rat and i black cock on an altar
to the sun. On another to the moon he burned
another mixture, the most pleasant ingredient of
which was herbs. The ashes werg compounded
into the poppet, which had life’ symbolically
breathed into it and was passed through the
elements of carth, air, fire and water.

Ile thrust glass splinters into the poppet,
shrouded it, and dispatched it to bis client. Tler
instructions were to bury it in a shallow uncon-
cealed grave near the witch’s home, light a fire
over it and intone a powerful, prescribed counter-
spell. Then the strength of the witch would he
sapped and the original curse fail.

Why does Williamson go to so much trouble?
His interest 1is partly professional, partly

CECIL WILLIAMSON, who directs the

To defeat the curse in the letter, witch-
| craft expert Cecil Williamson passes
a “poppet” image through firc
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ts on his front door a sign to

ward off the “evil eye.” And level-crossing keeper William McHarric
“knows there are witches in the Isle of Man.” But he does not meddle

that they will achieve controlled
power by ritual, some of which is
primitive. From observing old cus-
toms, ‘they get the sentimental satis-
faction that others get from keeping
Christmas. They feel that their
meetings bring them emotional

-stimulus  and  old-fashioned good

luck. L

These are, of course, the “pure”
practitioners, who base their ritual
on instructions handed down from
the elders, eked out with the
Clavicles Of Solomon, an obscure
book which-changes hands at some
sixty guineas a time. There are in
addition the over - sophisticated
adherents who give black magic its
permanent notor A Vatican
order made in, 1938, for the better
protection in’altar tabernacles of the
reservedconsecrated Host, is said to
have been an acknowledgement of
the prevalence of thefts carried out
for blasphemous purposes.

Magic In Brighton

Circles practising magic of an in-
volved, cabalistic nature have been
noted, ameng other places, in
Brighton, where a large garage is
used; in Finchiey Jload, London,
where proceedings approach the
erotic; in a churchyard in rumal
Yorkshire; and in Brompton Road,
London, wheré love-charms and
vengeance-spells have been cast, but
where a ritual purist has been
offended by the use of a gas-ring,

-instead of " natural"” fiame, to soften

wax images,

The least sophisticated of the
meodern observers of the Old Religion
are typified by  the shepherd at
Steyning, Sussex, who protects his
flocks by making ritual observances
to the moon from within *fairy
rings.”” and declared bluntly to a
questioner: " Anyone would be a

damn fool if he didn’t."” Indeed, the
bulk of rural people who believe in

" the strength of magic are practical

in their aims,

Witches in the past were wise in
the application of herbs and the
treatment of cattle. They have been
supplanted by the rise in status of
the doctor and the vet. And there
are scores of modern instances of
people who gather herbs or treat be-
longings in compliance with a tradi-
tional ceremonial of action: the
downward sweep of a new knife, for
instance; the chanting of old rhyming
spells; the practice of dressing with
hair loose and feet bare.

Investigation Needed . .

But for others the observances are
sheer spiritual exercises, more satis-
fying than modern creeds. One group
has evolved from book-study of

ancient ways a pretty Candiemas

ceremony on the South Downs.

. Eleven people use the Druids’ Circle

near  Keswick for ancient and
apparently sincere ceremonies.  You
get so close to God," onc of them
explains. But there is no doubt that
many of today's-practices are un-
desirable, in neesl of further investi-
gation and regulation.

Cecil  Williamson's work s
admittedly largely the research tech-
nique of a student. He finds that his
“practice” brings him constantly
widening knowledge of the theories
of witchcraft held today.

It is, certainly, a roundabout
route for a research worker to take,
but it may be, for him and these like
himn, the only method to counter the
shyness of the present-day believer
in  magic. But there is one
development that is worth ponder-
ing. That occurs when the student
of witcheraft wakes one day to find
himselfsa devotee. .
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